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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Dear hr. Dodge* 

fb® inclosed draft of & proposed iiseecutivo Order ® Amending 
sdeeutlvo order 10408, transferring the administration of the 
portion of the Ttust Territory of the Pacific Islands which 
includes the Islands of Tinian and Saipan frees the Secretary 
of the Interior to the Secretary of the !>*avy, B is f awarded with 
the request that it bo submitted to the President for his approval 
and signature* 

Executive Order '10406 transferred the administration of that 
, portion of the ISrust Territory of the Pacific Islands which Includes 
| the islands of Tinian and Saipan trm the Secretary of the Interior 
I to the Secretary of the Ziavy, effective January 1, 1953* The : I 
i \ purpose of the inclosed draft Saeeutive Order la to include the 1 
t \ remaining islands of the ftor thorn ISariaa&a in that transfer of ' ' 

| adrdnistratioxn 1 

Approxirno-oly £3i2 of the permanent native population of the 
Horthera fnria \m Islands resides on the two islands of Tiniaa and 
Saipan* la addition, Saipan is the administrative cantor of the 
entire district* All political, ©oorjonic, radical, educational 
and cultural activities operate around Saipan as the focal point* 

tilth She transferring of administration of Saipan and Tinian 
to the Secretary of the Navy, the remaining islands of the northern 
Marianas hav© bocoa® a difficult prafcdesn of affective and ©canonical 
administration* Tim High Commissioner of the Trust Territoay has 
recognised the problem and has rmcmmztiad the transfer of adminis- 
tration sot forth in the aoc«r.panyiiig proposed SaceeutivB Order* 

The Departi^onts of State and the Interior by letters dated 
January 5, 1953, and December 30, 1952, respectively, to tZie 
Secretary of the Hayy csoncurred la tide proposal* Copies of 
those letters are inclosed* 

Sincerely yours, 
jCSLGNIDi fiOUER KENT 

Mam ns® 

general Counsel 

laoloo'oroe 

Honorable Joseph H. Dodge 
Director 

Bureau of the Budget 
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